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Classroom Community
This course is intended to provoke discussion and new understandings of the urban
environment we live in. Toward this end, the course will grapple with discussions about inequity,
power, race, class, and gender. We expect our class times and discussions to be a productive
space for open, honest, and thoughtful discussion that recognizes and respects differences and
acknowledges the broad range of knowledge we bring to the classroom and discussion. Please
remember that our focus in this course is the issues, texts, course materials and presentations
themselves, and not the personalities, identities, or opinions of other participants in the
discussion.

The professors and students share the responsibility of creating the space and stimulating
enthusiasm for learning. The professors are responsible for structuring and facilitating a space
for learning and achieving course goals. Students are responsible for attending and participating
in class, completing assignments in a timely manner, being prepared to discuss readings and
material in class, and contributing to a robust learning environment and community. With this
goal, students are also responsible for engaging in respectful, open, and thoughtful discussion
with each other and the professors.

Course Objectives
The goals of this course are to examine the idea of “environment” and how it relates to the
urban context. Through readings, films, class exercises, and discussions, students will:

● Gain insights and critical thinking about cities, urban and environmental issues as well as
understand the role of policy, organizing, and social movements in addressing these
conditions.

● Develop analytic skills to make connections between the economic, political, social, and
spatial aspects of cities and the environment, particularly related to jobs, health,
economic development, housing, transportation and the built environment,
neighborhood and regional planning, and community development.

● Progress in active reading, critical thinking, analytical writing, and discussion skills
through the synthesis of sources, including lectures, videos, and discussion in class and
with peers.

Course Activities Schedule:
Readings, videos, and any prerecorded lectures must be completed by class meeting times:

These will be posted on our Moodle class page. Due to intellectual property and
copyright concerns, any lecture videos can only be streamed and not downloaded.
Please complete readings and watch any videotaped lectures for the day they are
assigned. Readings will largely follow the syllabus but are subject to some changes.
Please pay attention to the Moodle site for any changes to the schedule and/or the
readings.

Joint Classes:
Over the semester, we will hold joint classes where both sections of 101 will meet
together because of guest speakers or scheduling issues.
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https://manzanardiverted.com/about/


Class Assignments 

Summary of Assignments and Due Dates 

Assignment % of Grade Due Date

Neighborhood Observation Paper 15%

https://vimeo.com/418262884


behind paywalls and access full texts of articles. Once you click on the video link, use the
password oxycdla (caps sensitive). Follow the instructions. This significantly increases access to
journal articles online in all fields, including full text pdfs for download.

Course Schedule

Introduction to Environment and Society

Tuesday, Aug. 29

Introduction to the Course - Urban and Environmental Policy in a time of Climate

Change.

UEP INTAKE ASSESSMENT - please bring a laptop or tablet to

https://oxy.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3kDhHAQHwVHE59Q
https://www.sierraclub.org/michael-brune/2020/07/john-muir-early-history-sierra-club?utm_source=sierraclub&utm_medium=email&utm_content=history
https://www.sierraclub.org/ecocentro/estamos-derribando-nuestros-monumentos-pulling-down-our-monuments
https://www.sierraclub.org/ecocentro/estamos-derribando-nuestros-monumentos-pulling-down-our-monuments
https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/racism-killing-planet
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1720120
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c33dbd69d5abbfa584fc9d2/t/5ce99bfd6e9a7f68cd967fa5/1558813695024/Boyce%2BScientific%2BAmerican%2B2018.pdf


Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 2021 report for policymakers

Althor, G., Watson, J.E.M., & Fuller, R.A. (2016). “Global mismatch between greenhouse

gas emissions and the burden of climate change.” ?Y¨©¥f Lbnfx¨nknb Kf¢z¥¨¦. 6, 20281.

Pp.1-6.

Optional:

Ma, Michelle; Racism in Cities Harms Animals and the Environment, Too; August 17,

2020; https://www.futurity.org/systemic-racism-cities-biodiversity-2423582-2/ (This

article references new study that you can read here if you’d like to see the full

peer-reviewed paper by Schell et al in Science- optional)

What is urban about the environment?

Tuesday, Sept. 12

Urban Framing

David Harvey. 2008 “The Right to the City” New Left Review p.23-40.

https://newleftreview.org/issues/II53/articles/david-harvey-the-right-to-the-city

Jane Jacobs 1958 “Downtown is for People” in The Exploding Metropolis, pp.140-168

Davis, Michael. 1992. “Fortress L.A.,” Chapter 4 in The City of Quartz, pp. 223-263

OPTIONAL:

Soja, Edward. 1989. “It All Comes Together in Los Angeles,” Chapter 8 in Postmodern

Geographies. Pp.190-221.

Thursday, Sept. 14

Reading the Urban and Environmental Landscape

James Rojas. 2013 “The Enacted Environment of East Los Angeles” in HvYbf¦

Kelly Lytle Hernandez. “Chapter 1” from City of Inmates

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wSGnBLl2KLOfEf6o1Rn2K-oIIc4IBY3q/view?usp=share_

link

Watch: The House You Live In; From Race, The Power of an Illusion;

https://vimeo.com/133506632

Tuesday, Sept. 19

Possible Joint Session. Details TBA

Urbanization and Growth
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https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/wg1/
https://www.futurity.org/systemic-racism-cities-biodiversity-2423582-2/
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/early/2020/08/12/science.aay4497
https://newleftreview.org/issues/II53/articles/david-harvey-the-right-to-the-city
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wSGnBLl2KLOfEf6o1Rn2K-oIIc4IBY3q/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wSGnBLl2KLOfEf6o1Rn2K-oIIc4IBY3q/view?usp=share_link
https://vimeo.com/133506632


Harvey Molotch. (1976). The city as a growth machine: Toward a political economy of

place. American Journal of Sociology, ąÿ(2), 309-332.

Michael Bader, “L.A. is Resegregating -- And Whites are a Major Reason Why,” Los

Angeles Times, April 1, 2016;

Watch John Oliver Argues for Reparations for Black Americans With LA’s Manhattan

Beach Case (Video) (thewrap.com)

Thursday, Sept. 21

Your Neighborhood Walking Exercise – NO CLASS, DO YOUR WALK TODAY

Walking observation exercise. Refer to the prompts for the walk and for the associated

readings. Make sure to take at least one photo you can use in your observation paper. Be

prepared to share and discuss in class on Tuesday, September 26, 2023.

“Place & Privilege: Telling Stories about Places that Aren’t Yours.” Progressive LA.

3/28/19,

Pulido L, Barraclough, L, and Cheng W; Introduction and Northeast Los Angeles chapters

from ! Hfz¢vfÐ¦ 4©ndf ¨z =z¦ !xlfvf¦; April 23, 2012

OPTIONAL

Jan Lin. 2019. “The Stages of Neighborhood Transition.” Chapter 2 in Taking Back the

Boulevard pp. 56-91, NYU Press: New York.

Tuesday, Sept. 26

Movements for Environmental Justice/Race and the Environment

Note: We will recap experiences from the neighborhood walks in class today.

Luke Cole and Sheila Foster. “Introduction” in From the Ground Up: Environmental

Racism and the Rise of the Environmental Justice Movement. NYU Press. 1991 pgs. 19-

33

Pellow, David N.; “Toward a Critical Environmental Justice Studies: Black Lives Matter as

an Environmental Justice Challenge”; ,© )zn¦ Kf®nf¯Ì August 15, 2016;

Gilio-Whitaker, Dina; “Environmental Justice Theory and Its Limitations for Indigenous

People: in !¦ =zxl Y¦ 4¥Y¦¦ 4¥z¯¦Í Mmf 6xdnlfxz©¦ 3nlm¨ kz¥ .x®n¥zxwfx¨Yv ;©¦¨nbfË k¥zw

*zvzxn´Y¨nzx ¨z L¨Yxdnxl KzbuÌ 2019

Environmental Health

Thursday, Sept. 28
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https://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-bader-resegregation-los-angeles-20160401-story.html
https://www.thewrap.com/john-oliver-argues-for-reparations-for-black-americans-with-manhattan-beach-case/
https://www.thewrap.com/john-oliver-argues-for-reparations-for-black-americans-with-manhattan-beach-case/
https://www.progressivecity.net/single-post/2019/03/28/PLACE-PRIVILEGE-TELLING-STORIES-ABOUT-PLACES-THAT-ARENT-YOURS
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/du-bois-review-social-science-research-on-%20race/article/toward-a-critical-environmental-justice-%20studies/804B88CD36120349E0027EBC0D59D05E
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/du-bois-review-social-science-research-on-%20race/article/toward-a-critical-environmental-justice-%20studies/804B88CD36120349E0027EBC0D59D05E


http://www.annualreviews.org/doi/full/10.1146/annurev-environ-050511-122532
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18168488
https://doi.org/10.1111/reel.12163
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/how-plastic-is-a-function-of-colonialism
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/how-plastic-is-a-function-of-colonialism
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/how-plastic-is-a-function-of-colonialism
https://www.teenvogue.com/story/how-plastic-is-a-function-of-colonialism
https://www.breakfreefromplastic.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-dk3NOEgX7o
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2020.07.007
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.geoforum.2020.07.007


http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/11/nyregion/nail-salon-workers-in-nyc-face-hazardous-chemicals.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/11/nyregion/nail-salon-workers-in-nyc-face-hazardous-chemicals.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/05/11/nyregion/nail-salon-workers-in-nyc-face-hazardous-chemicals.html
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/nov/28/us-nail-salons-the-challenge-to-protect-workers-from-chemicals
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2017/nov/28/us-nail-salons-the-challenge-to-protect-workers-from-chemicals
https://loe.org/shows/segments.html?programID=18-P13-00023&segmentID=4
https://loe.org/shows/segments.html?programID=18-P13-00023&segmentID=4
https://www.labor.ucla.edu/publication/a-survey-of-nail-salon-workers-and-owners-in-california-during-covid-19/
https://www.labor.ucla.edu/publication/a-survey-of-nail-salon-workers-and-owners-in-california-during-covid-19/
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/475723/course/section/195386/Buses%20Are%20for%20Other%20People%20-%20The%20Atlantic.pdf


https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/salton-sea-lithium-deposits-could-help-ev-transition-support-economically-devastated-area
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/salton-sea-lithium-deposits-could-help-ev-transition-support-economically-devastated-area
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/salton-sea-lithium-deposits-could-help-ev-transition-support-economically-devastated-area
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.polgeo.2021.102382
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/reports/child-labor/list-of-goods/supply-chains/lithium-ion-batteries
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/ilab/reports/child-labor/list-of-goods/supply-chains/lithium-ion-batteries
https://doi-org.oxy.idm.oclc.org/10.1016/j.rser.2015.03.013
https://www-sciencedirect-com.oxy.idm.oclc.org/science/article/pii/S1364032115001586
https://www-sciencedirect-com.oxy.idm.oclc.org/science/article/pii/S1364032115001586
http://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/unnatural-gas-how-government-made-fracking-profitable-and-left-renewables-behind
http://www.dissentmagazine.org/online_articles/unnatural-gas-how-government-made-fracking-profitable-and-left-renewables-behind


Water

Tuesday Oct. 31

Water

Michael Kimmelman and Adali Schell. Remaking the LA River” New York Times. 2022
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/11/10/magazine/la-river-redesign.html

Jim Robins. “Crisis on the Colorado,” parts I - V. January 2019.
https://e360.yale.edu/series/crisis-on-the-colorado

Metropolitan Water District. Drought 2023.
https://www.mwdh2o.com/how-we-plan/drought/

Note: How do these water stories relate to the course film, >Yx´YxY¥ ,n®f¥¨fd?

Thursday, Nov. 2

Field Trip – details TBA

Food and Agriculture

Tuesday, Nov. 7

Food Systems – JOINT SESSION

Guest Speakers: Sharon Cech, Rosa Romero, UEPI

City of Los Angeles, Good food purchasing pledge, read pgs. 1-6.
http://lacity.cityofla.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/wph281/f/mayorvillaraigosa3312831
4 1_10242012.pdf

Megan Horst, Nathan McClintock & Lesli Hoey (2017) The Intersection of Planning,
Urban Agriculture, and Food Justice: A Review of the Literature, Journal of the American
Planning Association, 83:3, 277-295.

Gripper, AshleyÌ Tf dzxÐ¨ kY¥w afbY©¦f n¨¦ ¨¥fxd±Ì Tf kY¥w Y¦ ¥f¦n¦¨YxbfË kz¥ mfYvnxlË
Yxd ¦z®f¥fnlx¨±Í 3Y¥wnxl n¦ xz¨ xf¯ ¨z )vYbu ¢fz¢vf; Environmental Health News; May
27, 2020; https://www.ehn.org/black-farming-food-sovereignty-2645479216.html

Thursday, Nov. 9

Building a Healthy and Just City - JOINT CLASS OUTDOORS

Workshop with James Rojas, Founder of H=!*. 6MÇ ãHmÎ,Î N¥aYx HvYxxnxlË >6Mä
L¢zx¦z¥fd a± ¨mf Kfw¦fx )n¥d 3©xdÎ

Susan Fainstein. “Planning and the Just City” (in Marcuse, ed., Searching for the Just City:
Debates in Urban Theory and Practice, 2009)
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https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2022/11/10/magazine/la-river-redesign.html
https://e360.yale.edu/series/crisis-on-the-colorado
https://www.mwdh2o.com/how-we-plan/drought/
http://lacity.cityofla.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/wph281/f/mayorvillaraigosa331283141_10242012.pdf
http://lacity.cityofla.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/wph281/f/mayorvillaraigosa331283141_10242012.pdf
http://lacity.cityofla.acsitefactory.com/sites/g/files/wph281/f/mayorvillaraigosa331283141_10242012.pdf
https://www.ehn.org/black-farming-food-sovereignty-2645479216.html


https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/557277/mod_page/content/8/How%20to%20Build%20a%20Sustainable%20City%20-%20The%20New%20York%20Times.pdf
https://moodle.oxy.edu/pluginfile.php/557277/mod_page/content/8/How%20to%20Build%20a%20Sustainable%20City%20-%20The%20New%20York%20Times.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/12/07/opinion/how-to-build-a-sustainable-city.html
https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/state-nations-housing-2022
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/may/03/gentrification-climate-change-sierra-club-san-francisco
http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2016/may/03/gentrification-climate-change-sierra-club-san-francisco
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58793de5f7e0abe551062b38/t/60417d2bf7a842588caa83cb/1614904619943/Local+Wage+Los+Angeles+County+2021.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/58793de5f7e0abe551062b38/t/606c8f4d8d85fe7cf0e42e64/1617727310329/SCANPH+Myths+Infographic-final.pdf
https://shelterforce.org/category/tenant-power-returns/?utm_source=Under+the+Lens+FINAL&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Jan.+18
https://laist.com/news/community-land-trusts-los-angeles-affordable
https://laist.com/news/community-land-trusts-los-angeles-affordable
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGt304OiFPc


https://www.opb.org/article/2022/11/18/klamath-river-dam-removal-southern-oregon-dams-northern-california-drought/
https://www.opb.org/article/2022/11/18/klamath-river-dam-removal-southern-oregon-dams-northern-california-drought/
https://klamathrenewal.org/
https://nwifc.org/freeing-the-elwha-lower-elwha-tribe-celebrates-dam-removal/
https://www.opb.org/article/2022/07/19/think-out-loud-new-federal-reports-removing-snake-river-dams-to-help-fish/
https://www.opb.org/article/2022/07/19/think-out-loud-new-federal-reports-removing-snake-river-dams-to-help-fish/
https://doi.org/10.1080/17549175.2022.2074522
https://doi.org/10.1080/17450101.2019.1600913
https://doi.org/10.1215/00138282-55.1-2.153


/academics/2023-2024-academic-calendar
http://www.gabrielinotribe.org/
https://usdac.us/nativeland
/academics/core-program/learning-objectives/core-program-united-states-diversity-cpud
/back-oxy
/academics/academic-support
/academics/academic-support


● If you'd like to take advantage of the College's Academic Coaching resource, which
offers one-on-one sessions focused on supporting your time management skills, online
learning strategies, and other study skills, you may schedule an academic coaching
meeting by sending an email to academiccoaching@oxy.edu. Share what you'd like to
work on, and an academic coach will schedule an appointment with you within a few
days.

● The Center for Digital Liberal Arts (CDLA) offers library research consultations and
discipline- specific peer tutoring for coursework and language learning. The Writing
Center offers opportunities to work on all forms of writing for any class or other writing
tasks such as personal statements, senior comprehensives, etc. We offer peer-to-peer
consultations with knowledgeable Writing Advisers and sessions with Faculty Writing
Specialists. See the Writing Center website for more information about hours and how
students can sign up for appointments. Please contact the Writing Programs-Center
Director, Julie Prebel (jprebel@oxy.edu; x1307) for more information on how the Center
can work with you.

● Emmons Wellness Center also provides important support services and can help you
address issues of stress, medical and mental health, and overall well-being. For more
information, see their website at
https://www.oxy.edu/student-life/resources-support/emmons-wellness-center

mailto:academiccoaching@oxy.edu
/academics/library/research-help
/academics/library/cdla/peer-learning
/academics/library/cdla/peer-learning
/academics/academic-support/language-study-placement
/academics/academic-support/writing-center
/academics/academic-support/writing-center
/academics/academic-support/writing-center
mailto:jprebel@oxy.edu
/student-life/resources-support/emmons-wellness-center
/student-life/resources-support/emmons-wellness-center
/academics/2023-2024-academic-calendar
http://www.oxy.edu/student-handbook/academic-ethics/academic-ethics
/student-handbook/academic-ethics/academic-ethics


course, students are affirming that they have not cheated, plagiarized, fabricated, or
falsified information; nor assisted others in these actions.

Plagiarism Policy
Plagiarism consists of any form of passing off, or attempting to pass off, the knowledge
or work of others as your own. It is a

/student-handbook/academic-ethics/academic-misconduct
/sexual-respect-title-ix
mailto:survivoradvocate@oxy.edu
mailto:young@oxy.edu
http://www.oxy.edu/sexual-respect-title-ix/policies-procedures
http://www.oxy.edu/sexual-respect-title-ix/policies-procedures
mailto:afulcher@oxy.edu
mailto:accessibility@oxy.edu
http://www.oxy.edu/disability-services


Accommodations for Reasons of Faith and Conscience
Consistent with Occidental College’s commitment to creating an academic community
that is respectful of and welcoming to persons of differing backgrounds, we believe that
students should be excused from class for reasons of faith and conscience without
academic consequence. While it is not feasible to schedule coursework around all days
of conviction for a class as a whole, faculty will honor requests from individual students
to reschedule coursework, to be absent from classes that conflict with the identified
days. Information about this process is available on the ORSL website:
https://www.oxy.edu/office-religious-spiritual-life

Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation
We strive to foster an inclusive classroom environment. Consistent with College policy
on discrimination, harassment, and retaliation, we seek to maintain an environment of
mutual respect among all members of our community. Please reach out to us with any
concerns. Students with documented disabilities and learning differences who are
registered with Disability Services are required to present their accommodation letter to
the instructor at the beginning of each semester, or as soon as possible thereafter. Any
student who has, or thinks they may have, a physical, learning, or psychological disability
may contact Disability Services at accessibility@oxy.edu to learn about available services
and support. More information is available at http://www.oxy.edu/disability-services.
You can also find more information on the website:
https://www.oxy.edu/student-handbook/general-college-policies/discrimination-harass
ment-and-retaliation

Recordings
Online classes may be recorded by your instructor. This means that the audio-visual and
chat portions of each class may be recorded and then stored on the College’s servers.
Recordings will be made available through Moodle (or another secure platform), but
only for the express and sole use of those registered in the course. The recorded
material will be removed at the end of the semester. No other recording of classroom
instruction is permitted. The sharing, altering, or distorting of any audio-visual capture
of a class session is not permitted. All content contained in the records shall be subject
to the College’s Policy on Intellectual Property.

Equity & Justice in an Inclusive Learning Environment
This classroom is a place where you will be treated with respect, and we welcome
individuals of all ages, backgrounds, ethnicities, gender identities and expressions,
national origins, political affiliations, religious affiliations, sexual orientations, abilities,
and other visible and nonvisible identities. The wide array of perspectives that each of us
con
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/office-religious-spiritual-life
/student-handbook/general-college-policies/discrimination-harassment-and-retaliation
/student-handbook/general-college-policies/discrimination-harassment-and-retaliation
mailto:accessibility@oxy.edu
http://www.oxy.edu/disability-services
/student-handbook/general-college-policies/discrimination-harassment-and-retaliation
/student-handbook/general-college-policies/discrimination-harassment-and-retaliation


dismantle barriers to success for all people, particularly those who belong to groups that
have been marginalized and minoritized. If there are aspects of the design, instruction,
and/or experiences within this course that result in barriers to your success or accurate
assessment of achievement, or if there are ways we can improve the effectiveness of
this course for you personally or for other students or student groups, please let your
instructor know. Your suggestions about how to improve the value of justice, equity,
inclusion, and diversity in



Participation—student participates regularly; demonstrates a good deal of preparation and a
good handle on the course material; s/he can adequately summarize readings, but might not
offer well- formed analysis and critique; every so often offers interesting insights.

Grade D:
Unsatisfactory; student reads course material but does not understand it at a satisfactory level;
student completes course assignments but they do not evidence adequate understanding,
analysis, or preparation.

Student often misses assignments and class discussions.

Participation—student participates occasionally, though s/he demonstrates inadequate
preparation, makes comments that are not based on readings, and/or offers ideas with scant
support. Student made some effort to meet minimum requirements.

Grade F:
Student fails to meet the minimum requirements of the course Participation—little to no
participation
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